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Early Childhood: The Worksheets

PREPARE:
As you read the case, make notes:

1.	 WHO are the central characters in the case? Describe them.

2.	 WHAT is taking place?

3.	 WHERE is the case taking place? Is the environment a factor?

4.	 WHEN is the case taking place? Is the timing a factor?

Elizabeth Garvey, a 
s e c o n d - y e a r 
teacher at Fitzger-
a ld  E lementa ry 
S c h o o l ,  e n j o y s 
teaching kindergar-
ten because the 
children are eager 
to learn new things 
and approach each 
new experience 
with excitement. 
As with any kinder-
garten class, it is 
typical for some 
students to have trouble adjusting to the structured, academic environment of elementary 
school. Mrs. Garvey tries to balance formal instruction with opportunities for social interac-
tion and play. This year seems especially challenging, as she has a large class of 21 students 
with diverse backgrounds. Three students are English language learners, many students 
have had no preschool experience, and there are large disparities in readiness skills among 
the children.

After the morning meeting, during which Mrs. Garvey and the children go over the date, the 
day’s weather, the lunch count, and any special news or events, she begins a lesson on math 
concepts that includes a game of “Numbers I Spy.” After the group lesson, the children 
return to their seats to complete some worksheets. Mrs. Garvey gives them instructions to 
match digits on the left side of the page to sets of objects on the right side of the page. She 
shows them how to complete the first one, drawing a line from the number 5 to the five hats. 
“When you’re finished, use the color key at the bottom of the page to color the sets of 
objects,” Mrs. Garvey says, pointing to the bottom of the page.

As the children begin working, Mrs. Garvey walks around the room to check on their pro-
gress. She notices Melissa coloring instead of doing the worksheet. “Melissa, why haven’t 
you started your math sheet?” whispers Mrs. Garvey.

“I can’t do it,” replies Melissa, slouching in her chair.
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